
Subject: Moses Williamson Sr. Revolutionary War Service 
 
The following documentation is submitted regarding the War Service of Moses 
Williamson Sr.- 
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Moses Williamson Sr. was born in Armagh, North Ireland in 1723 to Scottish parents, 
Samuel & Mary Williamson (natives of Fifeshire, Scotland) and came to America in 
1733 at 10 years of age (his mother dying on the voyage). Moses grew up in Pequea 
Valley, Cumberland, PA and learned early the danger of living on the frontier. The 
Williamson family moved west to Newville Twp in Western Cumberland Valley, but were 
driven Eastward in 1756 by Indian attacks. Moses Sr. and his six sons were members of 
the famed “Virginians” that fought in Lord Dunmoreʼs War (as the Indian War prior to the 
Revolutionary War was called). In October 1774, John Murray, 4th Earl of Dunmore, led 
a fighting force from Fort Pitt (later called Fort Dunmore), including Moses Sr. and his 
sons, to pacify the Shawnee and Mingo Indian Tribes. The engagement ended in victory 
at the ʻBattle of Point Pleasantʼ and resulted in a treaty with the Indians, strengthening 
of the claim of Virginia to her Western lands and gave Moses Sr. and his sons valuable 
military experience that would aid them in the upcoming war with Britain for 
independence. 
 
During the Revolutionary War, Moses Sr. lived in Fort Henry (formerly, Fort Fincastle 
and, later, Fort Wheeling) and in 1777, 1781, and 1782 he repelled major attacks upon 
this key fort by combinations of irregular British troops and large Indian contingents. His 
exploits as a rifleman are the stuff of Pioneer Novels. By holding this critical fort, Moses 
and his fellow defenders denied the British from gaining access to a major route of 
egress against the unprotected flank of the defending Patriots seeking freedom and the 
establishment of what is now the United States. In 1777 Moses Sr. and his sons took 
their oath of Citizenship (see ʻThe Williamson Familyʼ by Dr. Raymond Bell and Edna 
Miller, pg. 33).  
 
Submitted by James Steed, Captain (Retired), Fifth Great Grandson of Moses 
Williamson Sr. 


