
CAPTAIN JOSEPH R. HIGGINS 

1901-1950 

DIED WHEN HIS PLANE CRASHED 

Instructor in veterans’ flight training program at Glen Dale. 

 Also connected with Civil Air Patrol.  

“…contributed to the nation’s military effort, 

 and channeled scores of young men into the ever-expanding sphere of aviation” 

 
Presented by Linda Cunningham Fluharty, cousin. 

 
Joseph Raymond Higgins, born in Benwood on January 3, 1901, was the oldest child of James 
Thomas Higgins and Margaret Reymond Byrne. His siblings were Mary and Francis.  He was the 
grandson of Irish immigrants, Patrick Higgins and Brigid Johnston, early residents of Benwood, and 
among the first parishioners of the Saint John Catholic Church.  
 
At the time of the 1920 Federal Census, Joe, 19, was an Apprentice Machinist at the Benwood Steel 
Mill, the place of employment for many of the area residents. 
 
In Wheeling, on June 6, 1925, Joe married Julia V. Charnock, the daughter of Benwood residents, 
Walter Charnock and Matilda Bellville. It’s not known when or where Joe studied aeronautics, but by 
1931, while employed as a salesman at the West Virginia Natural Gas Company, he was engaged in 
aviation.   

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1938 
 

 
(Provided by Kathleen Roxby.) 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
(Provided by Kathleen Roxby.) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  



 
 

1942 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Parents’ Obituaries 
 
 

 
  



 
 

 

April 28, 1946 
 

 
(Provided by Kathleen Roxby.) 



 
 
 
 

 

 
  



 



 
 



 

Greenwood Cemetery, Wheeling – Photo from Find-a-Grave memorial.  

Joe is buried at Greenwood Cemetery, Wheeling. The space on the gravestone, intended for his wife, 

is blank. She – Julia V. Charnock – remarried after Joe’s death. Her second husband, William Tappe, 

was first married, in1914, to Nellie Cunningham, a daughter of William Grant Cunningham and Nettie 

Atkinson, of Boggs Run. Nellie died suddenly on October 30, 1954 while they were residing in 

Pittsburgh, where William worked at the Pittsburgh plant of Continental Can Company. William and 

Nellie had one child, Charles William Tappe, in 1916.  

The date of Julia Charnock Higgins’ marriage to William Tappe is unknown, but William retired in 

1957 and they moved to Hagerstown, Maryland. William died on July 29, 1960 and he is buried next 

to his first wife, Nellie, at Halcyon Hills Cemetery, Sherrard. Son, Charles William Tappe, died in 1968 

and he is also interred there.  

Julia V. Charnock Higgins Tappe remained in Hagerstown, Maryland, and she lived to be 100 years 

of age. According to her obituary, she is buried at Greenwood Cemetery, presumably next to her first 

husband, Joseph R. Higgins. 



 

Julia V. Charnock Higgins Tappe, 1903-2004, 

at grave of Joseph Higgins, Greenwood Cemetery. 

 

(Photo provided by Kathleen Roxby.) 


